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THE MOST NOBLE 



THE MARQUIS OF DALHOUSIE, K.T., 



GOVERNOR - GENERAL OF INDIA. 



My Lord, 

In availing myself of your Lordship's 
permission to inscribe to you these unpretending 
pages, I feel that I best serve the interests of that 
Army, with a view to whose welfare they were 
written. 

Fully convinced as I am of the great merits of 
the native soldiery, I have not hesitated to point 
out those merits, at the same time that I have 
honestly stated their defects. 

To your Lordship, as descended fix)m a race of 
soldiers, and as the Ruler of a great empire, your 
administration of which has been signalised by 
the addition of a new kingdom to the British 
territories, I am confident that the well-being of 



4 DEDICATION. 

a large portion of those troops, whose gallantry 
and devotion have been mainly instramental in 
eflFecting that principle, must ever be a subject of 
the deepest interest; and if anything which a 
long personal intercourse with the native troops, 
and a close observation of them, has enabled me 
to suggest in the following pages, should happily 
prove of use in effecting the amelioration of the 
moral and physical condition of the Sepahee, my 
object in having written on this important sub- 
ject will have been fully answered. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient 

and humble Servant, 

J. S. HODGSON, Brigadier, 

Commanding the Pfnjab Ibbegflab Foboe. 
Lahore t December, 1850. 



OPINIONS ON THE INDIAN ARMY. 



DESULTORY BBFLECTIONS AXD OBSEBYATIONS OK YABIOUS 
SUBJECTS IK CONNECTION WITH THE MOBALE OF THE 
NATIVE ABMY OF INDIA: CALLED FOBTH, BY THE FEBU- 
SAL OF A LETTEB, LATELY BECEIYED FBOM A YEBY OLD 
AND MEBITOBIOUS NATIVE OFFICEB — ^AN OFFICEB DECO- 
BATED WITH ALL THE HONOBABY INSIONA OF THE 8EB- 
VICE, AND WHO IN HIS CABEEB HAD SEEN MUCH BOUGH 
WOBK IN THE FIELD, AND IS NOW BEPOSING ON HIS WELL 
EABNED LAUBELS, AFTEB A USEFUL AND HONOUBABLE 
8BBVICE OF SIXTY YEABS.* 

Among the many interesting and graphic anec- 
dotes related by this gallant pattern of old fidelity, 
one occurs to me as happily illustrative of a 
portion of the subject, proposed to be discussed. 
Says the Subadar: — "During the campaign 

* The following pages, written in the casual manner usually 
adopted in contributing to a newspaper have gradually increased 
to the present size. Professional duties prevent the author from 
revising what he has from time to time sent to the press. But in 
the hope that hurriedly as they have been committed to paper some 
of these remarks and suggestions, the result of long experience and 
heartfelt interest in the native army may be useful to the service, he 
publishes them at once with all their imperfections rather than im- 
pair any interest they may possess by delaying tiU he could command 
leisure to amend them. 



■J l.li ti HAIlin HAIUDOOR. 

UjiuiiM tliti Miilii-nttnx, inthtiycar 1S04, we made 
u laiiwiiiimia foivcd w»xv)\ of fifty-four miles in 
tjjiity liom-d, Aiul surprised Ilolkar, and his ca- 
vuljy at l'\irriiokAlmd, and routed them with 
giuHt slminl>lor. We had marched 250 miles in 
tiiiitfuii i)nys. Ilio trooiM had been upon very 
short I'ouiiuoufl for some time, and you. Sir, know 
what « tyrant a hungry belly is. The Sepahees 
began to be very loud in their grumblings, and 
expressed their discontent pretty freely. This was 
reported, A short time afterwards. Lick Sahib 
Bahadoor (Lord Lake) was observed riding past 
the column eating dry pulse. This fact spread 
rapidly through the ranks, and from that moment 
not the whisper of a murmur was heard. I be- 
lieve, Sir, bad a man grumbled after that, he 
would have run the risk of being put to death by 
his comrades ; such was the love and veneration 
the Sepahees had for Lick Sahib Bahadoor. 
Khodawund, Lick Sahib Bahadoor,/)oom Sepahee 
tha I " (Lick (he Hero was a thorough soldier, 
Sir). 

Though the noble Ancient often repeated this 
anecdote during a camradeship of twenty-four 
yuiira, vr-t. Im never varied or embroidered it in 
ih 'cular. It might have been tact 

I liat truly great soldier, Lord 



Like, Sid BO doubt it w; bat ii w ttie lacs 
that never eouid hsve ootsBnd id a jjnie mixid, 
wliidi, in aU Hkf^ood, nogixt Ivve Tomxitd to 
scMne banii marrnwf iwrniifa to Biifli: liik cs- 

pTOMJfln ii£hmm^fm arffiRrh^ a»<^ t^tfw^ nwiynrij 

the diaeontcot^ if not ItsFe rooa^ fuihi^ suT 
more dangerooL 

Smdyitmnt be appamit to tiie moat anperfi' 
cial obaenrer, tibat tibe pnacDt ^fstem of the native 
aimy leqoiiea aome RfionnattioD to aim tiie ah^ 
state of tilings, and tlieir daSr diangnig aapeet 

The wisdom of expehenee has detenmmd* 
that ewery ttate doald ponicai wjxhm itself s 
power of periodical icformation, wi£h s e^MKafy 
of diecking, and enidieatbg, fixan time to time;, 
all abuses, and iotrodneii^ sodi wboleaome 
changes as msjr be leqoiied to pre addhaonai 
vigour and vitality to tlie political ajstoiL 
These soond prindplea are in ereiyieapeet appli* 
cable to a great atandii^ mny, but nxaie e^ed* 
ally to the Datiye army of Indian organised out of 
such peculiar and ocmflicting elonents* The 
Govemmeut of India has done mudi to ame- 
liorate the conditiou of the European soldier, and 
it might with an equally wise and beneficent 
foresight bestow some similar consideration on 
the Sephaee. Never was there an army so well 



8 NEQLECT OF MORAL TRAINING. 

paid, SO well treated, or so generously cared for in 
most respects, and yet whose moral and physical 
improvement has been more neglected, than that 
of the native army of India. Little or no attention, 
it would seem, has hitherto been attracted to this 
most important subject. The Sepahee's physical 
and moral culture solely consists at present in 
being drilled, clothed, and accoutred in the British 
uniform. This alone does not make a soldier. 
A soldier must be proud of his profession, simple 
and hardy in his habits, inured to labour, imbued 
with a generous and martial spirit, and ever 
actuated by an unalterable and devoted feeling 
of loyalty to the Government he serves. There 
is good stuff in the Sepahee, which admits of 
higher cultivation, but the stimulus must be given 
by the ruling powers themselves. 

If, unwisely, the Sepahee is invariably to be 
considered and treated as the mere vulgar and 
sordid mercenary, then nothing should be ne- 
glected which may conduce to the one all absorb- 
ing conviction forcing itself on his mind, that his 
worldly interests are so interwoven with the 
stability of British rule in India, as to have 
become inseparably identified with its safety and 
duration. Motives of self-advantage, as a national 
trait, appear to be the very strongest incentives 



SEPAHEE CHABACTEB. 9 

to action, on the part of the Asiatic ; in whose 
language gratitude has absolutely no place. 

This is not mentioned in a cynical spirit, but 
simply to state a fact, and one which in some 
degree elucidates the peculiar character of oriental 
attachment. 

« Jia ka Deg, oos ka Teg"* 

is one of their most popular, and admired Sepahee 
aphorisms, and would appear to contain the very 
essence of their estimation of mercenary virtue. 

But surely these are not the feelings to which a 
great and wise Government is to address itself, 
when legislating for a highly disciplined army of 
near 300,000 men, aliens in blood, prejudices, 
and religion ? 

Most unquestionably it ought not to be so. 
The Sepahees of this army have given abundant 
proofs that in them the highest feelings of human 
nature are susceptible of being worked upon with 
the most brilliant results. The military classes 
possess a high sense of honour, with a strong 
desire for distinction and applause. There are 
no men more easily excited by praise or flattery, 
or more capable of great exertion under such in- 
fluences. 

* " He who can keep the pot boiling, 

Will never want for trenchant blades,** 
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Under these trulj illnstncKis commaQden who 
so tfacmwghly miderstood and ^predated them, 
what distingiiiahed advices hare they not len- 
dered to the British nation ! 

The magnificent sap«stnictare (£ ^foj and 
dominion which British enterprise has so triom- 
phantly erected in the £ast, wurinly rests <m the 
wise, ever jost, and liberal recf^oititNi of those 
noble and all important services.^ 

The day we undervalue the Sepahees, or weakly 
betray symptoms of a want of confidence in their 
fidelity and loyalty, will be a htal one for the 
honour and the stability of this empire. 

Any one act on our part, significant of the 
existence of such a cruel suspicion, would most 
effectually and irretrievably destroy that implicit 
confidence which the men, at the present moment, 
so unreservedly repose in the justice and integrity 
of the British Government, and, confidence, like 
honour, once lost, is lost for ever ! 

They would necessarily be under the ever con- 
stant apprehension, knowing that such distrust 
existed, of experiencing some fearful and signal 
mark of the anger of the British Giovemment. 
The army would from that day cease to be a 
oooiJar service with our native subjects. And 
'mfortunate wight whom the pressure 
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VALUE OF XVTCAL COJSTSDESCE. 11 

of a hard neoeanty mig^ fatee into our militaiT 
employ, would exdaim: "My poreity but not 
my mil oonsenta \" Are we to reply ** we pay 
thy poverty, and not thy wiBf^ 

K 80, what becomes of Hie attadunoit and 
fidelity of the native zamj ? 

There will not be wanting some who win ohsenre 
''So long as onr pay is reguhr^so kngwiU there 
be no difficulty m reaniling the ranks of the 
native army." Granted. 

But are the feelings and motives of those 
taking military service with us, of no presoit 
importance, and of still less smons ccmsideratian 
as affects the future? This mutual confidence 
once shaken, the gold and temptations ci mkj 
other power, able and willing to purchase trea* 
son, would prove too strong for the loyalty of 
any army, based on goch inaeciue foundation. 
Such allegiance, if it be not a mockery to call it 
for an instant by that honest name, would pal* 
pably admit of easy and unblushing transfer. 

But such a fatal error as questioning, on light 
grounds, the temper and fidelity of the native 
army, is one most assuredly not likely to be 
committed, so long as honour and justice are 
dear to Englishmen, and the characteristics of 
British rule. 



12 SEOEET OF SUCCESS. 

The faithful and devoted services of a hundred 
years, and the inviolate good faith which has 
ever existed between the British Government 
and her noble Indian army, are the best secu- 
rities for the lasting preservation of this happy 
and honourable state of feeling. 

A calm, wise, and dispassionate legislation is 
all that is now required to consolidate the tri- 
umphs of genius and enterprise. There is no 
country under the face of the sun more likely to 
be dangerously convulsed than India by any 
erratic flights of rulers, meanly ambitious of 
obtaining for their individual selves a spurious 
and inflated pre-eminence. 

On looking back upon the history of our 
acquisition of this mighty empire, one cannot fail 
to be sensibly struck with the combination of 
fortuitous causes which has so remarkably at- 
tended our progress to power and dominion. 

It is very clear that the great secret of our 
success has been a most judicious and careful 
avoidance of every act that could justly alarm 
the religious and conventional prejudices of the 
natives of India, or call in question our national 
good faith. Indeed, the arts and superior handi- 
crafts of civilization are the only safe schoolmasters 
and missionaries of a backwai:d state of society. 



EEBOR OF THE SPANIARDS. 13 

There have not been more horrors or frightful 
atrocities committed in the name of Liberty, than 
in that of Religion. The wonderful sagacity of 
Columbus gained for Spain a new world, but 
that priest-ridden country was unequal to the 
task of founding a great empire. What should 
have been a glory, became her just punishment 
and humiliation. She attempted to force upon 
a new people a religion unknown to them and 
their forefathers ; and, in that frantic and abortive 
attempt, she perpetrated unheard-of cruelties, 
and nearly extirpated the interesting population 
of the New World ; instead of showering the 
blessings of peace and civilization around, she 
stained her path with blood and devastation. 

Spain was unworthy of the splendid destiny 
that fortune had offered her. We have provi- 
dentiaUy escaped these fearful errors. And 
honour be to those to whom honour is due. 
CKve ! Warren Hastings ! Comwallis ! Welles- 
ley ! Hastings ! What glorious images of energy 
and transcendent abilities these time-honoured 
names awaken ! How truly happy was the Bri- 
tish nation in such an extraordinary succession of 
able rulers, who appeared at momentous junc- 
tures, and before whose master minds and states- 
manlike views, difficulties became but stepping- 
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of this army have been guilty of serious derelic- 
tions of duty. He will likewise offer his opinion 
where he thinks sufficient temper and discretion 
have not been exercised by authority. It will be 
but just, also, to recapitulate those remarkable 
instances of a rare fidelity and confidence shown 
by our Sepahees under appalling distresses ; and 
during the pressure of which, every mode of 
bribery, intimidation, and intrigue was unsuc- 
cessfully resorted to by an artful enemy, to with- 
draw them from their allegiance. Their implicit 
confidence in their British officers, neither the 
brutal threats of cruel enemies flushed with 
transient success, nor the more fearful horrors of 
the snows of Caubul, could for an instant weaken 
or disturb. 

Armies, like empires, are raised on everlasting 
foundations, when based on mutual confidence 
and attachment. Every act, therefore, which 
tends to destroy this mutual and most confiding 
trustfulness, is clearly and directly inimical to 
the best interests of a state. The most imagin- 
ative mind would fail to discover any method 
more calculated to create alarm and invite disaf- 
fection, than precipitate suspicions of the loyalty 
of its troops. 

The British subject must have very inatten- 



THEIR SOCIAL ISOLATION. 17 

tively read the history and observed the progress 
of our dominion in the East^ who imagines that 
any measure is trivial and unimportant, which 
conveys feelings of doubt and uneasiness on the 
part of rulers, as tq the affection and disposition 
of the native army. 

He must be ignorant of the very elements of 
which this empire and this native army are 
composed. 

Up to this moment, among the 150 millions of 
our native subjects, there are none in whose hearts 
so pre-eminent a feeling of loyalty and attachment 
towards the British Government exists, as in 
those of our Sepahees. They stand aloof, in a 
measure, from the population of India. They 
are more impregnated with British ideas of right 
and wrong than any other class of our native 
subjects. In their own persons, they see and 
feel the physical and moral strength of our 
system. Of all natives in India, they are the 
most unUkely to place themselves in opposition 
to authority. 

Men are not encouraged to conspiracy by 
observing in the fate of others the danger and 
calamity of such enterprises. 

Discontent, turbulence, sedition, mutiny, at- 
tempts to organise insurrection, with an obvious 
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MUTINY AT BARRACKPORE. 25 

ercised by those possessed of personal influence. 

j^ With soldiers it is the talisman of command. 

3j^ tn this melancholy occasion the British officers 
]^fc». im imavoidable causes most unquestionably 
tl^ ^^'. sessed it not. If they had, what a scene 
jjjjjjjr*' 'd have been avoided, what carnage would 
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32 8EPAHEES INDULGED TO EXCESS. 

recognised their duration as incompatible with 
the public good, and opposed to the very princi- 
ples of that justice which had dictated their 
grant in the first instance as a temporary indul- 
gence. 

The simple fact alone of a duty being difficult 
and delicate should stimulate every exertion of 
tact, energy, and firmness to accomplish it. To 
abandon the attempt on the plea of its difficulty 
is a poor subterfuge to evade the confession of 
irresolution and Weakness. Of late years it has 
been the fashion to over*-pay, over-caress, and 
over-laud the Sepahee — it is an error, and the 
fruits are beginning to appear. Unless the 
system is altered, from being the best he may 
eventually become the very worst of mercenaries; 
The idea of our inability to do without him is so 
perseveringly and significantly presented to his 
mind, that the perception of his equal, if not 
greater want of us is obscured if not altogether 
obliterated. 

His "modest stillness and humility" under 
this storm of inflated eulogium and extra allow- 
ances are most astonishing, and honourable to 
his moral sobriety. 

The heartburnings and political embarrass^ 
ments, moral and financial, which have attended 
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EXTRA ALLOWANCES UNNECESSARY. 33 

these hasty bestowals of largesse on the native 
troops are no secret. 

The inevitable sequel of such profusion was 
clearly foreseen and foretold at the time by many 
officers of practical knowledge and experience of 
the Sepahee character. 

But there appeared to be a competition be- 
tween some of our rulers ior pratorian popularity. 
It is but just, that those who originate such dan- 
gerous and extraordinary boons should be obliged 
to^ remain on the scene of thoir triumph and 
effect their resumption; as the imposition of 
such an invidious duty on a successor is repug- 
nant to every idea of equity and fair play. To 
what other motive can the Sepahees attribute 
these most unlooked-for and gratuitous acts of 
generosity than to a secret apprehension of them- 
selves ? This conviction is palpably forced upon 
their reasoning faculties when observing an osten- 
tatious liberality displayed towards themselves 
during an expensive war, and with an empty 
exchequer. They did not require it, and would 
have performed their military duties to the State 
as well, if not better, without it. 

To bribe soldiers to do their duty is literally to 
purchase their honesty and throw it to the winds ! 

2 * 



84 UNWISE LIBEEALITT. 

Unmixed cupidity and pride of mind cannot exist 
together^ the stronger passion subdues the weaker^ 
and yet pride of mind is the very essence of all 
miUtary virtue. 

If cupidity be the only feeling worth appealing 
to when addressing Sepahees^ then the riches of 
the world would be insufficient to satisfy their 
desires. There is no limit to the insane cravings 
of avarice. 

An improper interference with the long estab- 
lished pay and allowances of the Sepahee would 
not be a whit more dangerous and impolitic 
than an unwise increase of them. The pressure 
of extraordinary circumstances has always been 
most Uberally responded to by Government, a 
fact acknowledged and appreciated by the native 
soldier himself. As a general principle, a more 
docile and well behaved man than the Sepahee of 
the Indian army does not exist in the world, but 
he must be kept to his work, and on his present 
scale of wages^ for he will not stand being pam- 
pered without serious ^deterioration, more than 
any other human being. 

The British Sepahee bears an excellent and 
respectable reputation in the estimation of the 
whole population of * India, and among them, 



EEPSCT OF SEPAHES FIBELITT* 35 

his inviolable fidelity and attachment to the 
Government, form a constant theme of remark 
and unalloyed conmiendation. 

The moral effect produced by this general and 
salutary conviction of the unswerving devotion 
of the native army is discerned in the happy and 
continued tranquillity which reigns throughout 
India. 

It is almost unnecessary to observe that the 
effect will not outlive the cause. 



FIDELITY OF THB NATIYB ABHT BXEHFLIFISD IK THE MTSOBE 
CAHFAIOK8. OFIKIOK OF WABBBK HASTINGS. EXPLOITS 
OF OODDABD's COLUMN. HONSON's BBTBEAT. THE AFOHAK 
DISA8TBB8. LOBD HOBNINGTON ON THB KATIYB ABHY. 
NECESSITY FOB A OBADUAL BEFOBH. 

In January, 1757, the first regiment of Regular 
Native Infantry was raised, since which period, 
until the present time, embracing a lengthened 
space of near one hundred years, the character of 
the native army has remained unchanged in its 
honourable traits of loyalty and devotion, together 
with gallantry and good conduct in the field. 

It is not intended to give a summary of the 
distinguished war exploits of the native army, 
during a whole century, but simply and briefly to 
refer to those conspicuous occasions, on which the 
most eiidwing fortittide ^nA fidelity were evinced 
under circumstances of extraordinary hardship, 
privation, and temptation. 

In the wars with Hyder Ali of Mysore, and his 
son Tippoo Sultaun, commencing in 1767, and 
with occasional intemiptions, only finishing with 
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the fall of Seringapatam, in 1799, the Sepahees 
of the native army afforded numerous noble 
proofs of their fidelity and devotion, especially in 
the memorable and heroic fight made by Baillie's 
detachment in 1780, against the v^rhole army of 
Hyder Ali. This small force was literally cut to 
pieces, disdaining all overtures of the enemy to 
save their Uves by the desertion of their colours 
and British officers. The same may be said of 
Braithwaite's small force of 2,000 men (only 1 00 
being Europeans), which contended with noble 
firniness for two days against 30,000 men, led by 
Tippoo in person, aided by M. Lally with 400 
disciplined French Infantry. During these wars' 
it is remarkable that the enemy possessed most 
accurate and immediate intelligence of every in- 
tended movement of the British, whereas the 
latter were grievously deficient in this particular 
and suffered as grievously in consequence. 

The crowding in of the camp followers, and its 
paralysing effect upon the movements of the* 
troops, are commented upon by all the historians 
of those wars. 

Dirora, in his account of the operations of Lord 
Comwallis' army, in 1791-92, speaks of these 
evils, and describes the scene as conveying the 
idea of a riati6n migrating, escorted by its troops.* 
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were severely and cruelly tested and heroically 
proved. In this gloomy and calamitous affair 
never did the character of the Sepahee shine 
out with greater lustre. With any other leader 
it would have been an advance, and not a retreat. 
Their greatest misfortune was their commander. 

The chivalrous devotion of the handful of 
troops, which in 1817 added lustre to the British 
name by the successful defence of the Nagpore 
Residency against an army, has crowned itself 
with an immortal wreath of glory. 

In that painful and most unmitigated of all 
British military reverses, the flight from Caubul 
in the winter of 1842, the unfortunate Sepahee 
did not forsake his colours or his 'British officer, 
but nature forsook him. 

In a foreign and inhospitable land he perished 
miserably but without dishonour. 

The Sikh campaigns have still further estab^- 
lished the fidelity of the Sepahees. It is ques- 
tionable whether the returns of any army would 
exhibit such few desertions as occurred in the. 
armies of the Sutlej and Punjaub, during two 
campaigns, and throughout both of which every 
specious description of bribery and cajolery was. 
ineffectually played off against the stubborn 
honesty of the Sepahee. 
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It may hot probably be very generally known, 
that the Sepahees of the native army had the 
honour of contributing voluntary subscriptions 
towards the expenses of the war between England 
and France ; the following general order issued 
by direction of Lord Momington (afterwards Mar- 
quis of Wellesley) then Governor General of India, 
confirms this most honourable and interesting 
fact: 

" GENEBAL OBDEBS BY THE COMMiLNDBB IN CHIEF. 

*'Fort William, 23rd November, 1798. 

" The Commander-in-Chief, having received the 
orders of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council, to express to the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and private soldiers of 
the several European and native corps serving 
under this Presidency, his cordial approbation on 
the occasion of their voluntary and patriotic con- 
tributions towards the support of His Majesty's 
Government, can in no way so well fulfil the gra- 
tifying duty assigned to him, as by publishing 
the sentiments of His Lordship in Council, in 
General Orders, to the end that the distinguished- 
testimony which is borne to the zeal and pubUc 
spirit of the European officers and soldiers, and 
to the fidelity and attachment of the native troops 
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be unnecessarOy heavy, but from other causes; 
among them may be mentioned the extent to 
which hidden . disease exists in the ranks of the 
native army, and to a spirit of increasing apathy. 
The greater proportion of the Hindoo soldiers 
of the native army do not spend above one rupee 
eight annas monthly in food. How is it possible 
that the animal stamina can be preserved on such 
an impoverished diet ? We cannot force him to 
eat, nor would it be politic to interfere with his 
individual right of doing with his pay as he 
pleased ; but a few examples of men discharged 
by the medical inspector, as physically unfit, from 
being in a state bordering on atrophy, would 
very soon alter the complexion of things. What 
a provident and wise care is invariably bestowed 
on the preservation of the health of the European 
soldier! And yet this important subject as it 
regards the Sepahee, has scarcely awakened a 
thought, though he is weighted with the same 
arms and accoutrements, and even severer duties 
exacted of him. It cannot be that because the 
Sepahee is a native of the country, he does not 
require this supervision, for we observe as a 
principle the same care and proper precautions 
adopted towards the European soldier in the 
mother country, as here. 
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In fact, it is part of a wholesome and benefi- 
cent system that has not yet been extended to 
the native soldier. 

The military tone, and individual physicalforce 
of the native soldier, susceptible of melioration, 
must be attended to and improved, if we indulge 
the hope that he is to be brought into the field 
at some future day, to contend with a reasonable 
prospect of victory, against hardier and far more 
formidable foes than those he has hitherto been 
accustomed to combat. 

There are no public institutions in existence 
supported and encouraged by Government for 
the proper instruction of the native soldiers in 
athletic exercises, whereby the animal body may 
be brought to the highest state of physical perfec- 
tion it is capable of, and the mind strengthened 
and exaltfid by the conscious possession of a 
healthy and superior bodily organism. Such 
consciousness would unquestionably impart addi- 
tional courage and confidence of success when in 
actual conflict with an enemy. 

It is imagined that there can be no question 
but that the state of feeling and efficiency of the 
native army should obtain a paramount share of 
attention, and at all times excite a serious and 
wise anxiety : for, upon its agency, attachment, 
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among tbe^ "^ J,, ^Britain now lioiu... 
^Ud^lai^^®^ ^T " This empire has been i^ 
native army* ^^.M^^'^rid it is not, and cannot be' 
TChe g^^^^'.jn'^ ere efficacy of civil rule, be it 
otttxe^^^' ft»^^^^ energetically administered 
eight P ^^ilad it is presumed no one dispute 
tW ^^'^^^narently , the army obtains but a secc^ . ^ 

^^*' disproportionate consideration. The 
^ 1 importance of the native army is 
^ A flrreat, and can never be undervalued ^ 
fety. Every thing betokens that the Bri 
ation has a still higher destiny to fulfil v^ ^ 
Bast ; and yet it is surprising what very ^^ 
interest is evinced by the mother country in tte 
affairs of this wondrous empire. There is a pithj 
adage, that " we never know the value of a thing 
till we have lost it." 

The writer sincerely believes that the period 
has arrived when this enormous standing arm) 
of mercenaries should excite the most serioni 
reflections : and he proposes, without the preter 
siou of arrangement, to unfold his own views 01 
the subject. He is not so presumptuous as ti 
imagine that they will be received without oppci 
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*m]ar, for its ope- 

^'^nal penooal 
accrue frSlXh^^ H remote 
.^e still believes that wi •^'^ . ^imd 
widest diffusion. i^ 

oskSGOLX^igns of the Sutlej and of ll« t^ 
famished lessons suffidently trjn»s^ 
'hich experience admonisheth us not to 
Much can, and therefore skomU be done 
iprove the morale of the native amij. Are 
Inxpeds the only animals which require care- 
^2caining to quaUfj them for tasks of pluck 
d endurance? 

A soldier must be in training all his life, and nn* 
ke tlie professed pugilist, never be caught out of 
x>ndition either morallj or physically. The estab* 
Mmient of Government schools of gymnana; 
the speedy hearing and adjustment of a Sepahee's 
civil suits ; and the formation of a distinct police 
fcice, whereby the employment of Sepahees oo 
anonialous, unmilitaiy, and, at times, degrading 
duties would cease, are subjects worthy of a wise 
consideration. 

The organization of such a foroe would admit 

of legiments of the line being kept on an ejfee^ 

twe and military footing, which is for from 

king the case at present. It would focilitate 

instruction in miUtary exercises and duties; 
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cies, is the gradual introduction of an organised 
system of military labour. J vast standings mer- 
cenary army, Aired by contract to perform the 
military service of a foreign conqueror, and eadst- 
ing in a state of comparative idleness, might not 
be dilatory in acquiring a conception of its phy- 
sical supremacy. This wovld be nothing new in 
the history of empires. Legionary violence once 
in the ascendant, that which has been raised by 
the surpassing toil of a century, might be throvm 
down in one day. At present, the fidehty of the 
native army is, beyond dispute, firm and unim- 
peachable. 

But to ensure the continuance of this state of 
feeUng, the writer believes that the gradual in- 
troduction of a new system is now required, 
whereby the moral tone of the Sepahees shall be 
improved, by giving it 9k patriotic bias. 

He sees nothing unreasonable in his sugges- 
tions, and therefore hopes that they may receive 
some attention, be that attention ever so small. 

Where prejudices are strong, the soundest argu- 
mentsfail to convince ; experienceitselfwould plead 
in vain. No doubt, by many these suggestions 
will be viewed as the chimerical flights of a theo- 
rist, rather than the inducition of accurate obser- 
vations drawn from the present state of the native 
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army. The plan will not be popular, for its ope- 
ration must necessarily entail additional personal 
trouble in the acquisition of an apparently remote 
benefit — ^and it requires some expansion of mind 
to value the worth of a remote benefit. As little 
minds abound, it will be imperative to compel 
these to discipline themselves to measures of such 
incalculable national advantage, however much 
their attainment by a systematic progression may 
appear irksome and revolting. There is no abso- 
lute hindrance to the realization of these objects. 
Obstructions which strike the weak and irresolute 
mind as insurmountable, quickly vanish under 
the grasp of energy. A very erroneous idea 
obtains currency, that the Hindoo Sepahee could 
object, with a show of justice, that it would be 
derogatory and contrary to his religion to obey 
such a requisition. Never was there a greater 
fallacy, or one better known to the Sepa- 
hee himself. Does he not, in contempt of 
religious bigotry, wear the regimental cross 
shoulder belts of buDock-hide, which, when satu- 
rated with rain or perspiration, impregnate his 
body with the very essence of bullock-hide ? 
More than this, does he not know, when he dons 
the British uniform, and in the process of load- 
ing, bites off" the end of his cartridge, that that 

3* 
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very cartridge (the paper of which is manufac- 
tured from the vilest rags) is made in the maga- 
zines of the state, by the hands of the lowest 
castes in the scale of Hindoo creation, and whose 
very proximity is pollution ? He does know it ; 
and yet, like a sensible man, he still continues 
to perform this little feat of dental dexterity, and 
to appear at his post on pay day, with a very 
commendable and rigid punctuality. " It is the 
badge of service." Does he not follow the corpse 
of his European officer to its last resting-place, 
and even on some occasions, when the departed 
was respected and beloved, volunteer to carry it ? 

Though to attend any funeral rites, con- 
stitutes an obligatory act of three days' fastings 
and purifications, by the Dhurrum Shastar, or 
Hindoo moral and social formulary ! He is 
perfectly well acquainted with all this : and yet 
he returns from the ceremony, doflGs his uniform, 
and, in a cheerful and unmortified mood, pro- 
ceeds to cook and eat the dinner which the liberal 
pay of the British Government has enabled him 
to provide for his creature comforts. 

But why multiply similar examples, to prove 
that by no construction can any forfeiture of caste 
follow the performance of worldly duties or pro- 
fessional obligations. It may appear ungracious 
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and startling to say so ; but I have long been of 
opinion that it is the European officer himself who 
has mainly contributed to foster this faUe pride 
of caste frequently affected by some Sepahees. 
Instead of endeavouring to elevate the mind and 
character of the native soldier to a British stand- 
ard of manliness, the officer too often yields to his 
ridiculous vagaries and unjustifiable scruples, 
erroneously conceiving that they are the pecu- 
liarities and privileges of race. Whereas, that 
which some officers are apt to view as a decided 
evidence of high caste, is merely the palpable 
betrayal of a lazy, ungrateful, and ignoble dispo- 
sition; indeed the lower the caste, the greater 
the fastidiousness simulated on such occasions. 

It is maintained that wherever the European 
officer has evinced a zealous and proper profes- 
sional spirit, the Sepahee has never been found 
wanting. Good example on the part of the 
officer is the very soul of military efficiency. 
There is good authority for asserting that during 
the arduous siege operations before Moottan, the 
Sepahees invariably worked in the trenches with 
a becoming cheerfulness and soldierlike alacrity. 
Indeed, there is not one authenticated instance 
on record of Sepahees having ever demurred to 
perform such duties when required of them. It 
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is satisfactory to know that their meritorious 
behaviour in the late campaigns, when performing, 
like good soldiers, incessant fatigue duties of a 
very harassing character, has met with the ap- 
proving appreciation of those best authorised 
and qualified to form and pronounce judgment 
on the subject. A jealous and narrow mind is 
ever prone to institute false and invidious com- 
parisons, with a reckless disregard of all correct 
data. The morbid prejudices of these individuals 
lead them to insinuate doubts of the zeal and good 
conduct of others ; happily for the general wealy 
this contracted spirit is limited to a few. These 
unhappy fetv^ however, appear ignorant that it is 
far easier to inflame bad passions than to create a 
noble emulation ; those who attempt the former are 
very unlikely persons to be either instrumental or 
successful in exciting the latter. 

There can be no question as to but one general 
feeling of esprit de corps existing in the armies 
of the three presidencies, and when the require- 
ments of the service may combine the troops, 
that the same impulse of ardour and devotion will 
proudly animate the whole. 

The Government of India supports a most 
enormous army on a scale of munificent remune- 
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ration elsewhere unknown. It gives in a boun- 
tifiil spirit, and has the right to exact commen- 
surately. 

The army is in arrears of civil labours to the 
Government. By civil labours, is meant those 
important duties in time of peace, which every 
Government has a just right to exact of its 
soldiers. 

Butchering the enemy in the field is not so 
glorious an occupation as assisting in the con- 
struction of those great works of public utility, 
which are to ameUorate the condition of our 
fellow subjects, and give happiness to countless 
generations to come. 

If the peace of the European world remains 
undisturbed, except by those brief and occasional 
interruptions of concord which must, from the 
inherent faultiness ot^human nature, be antici- 
pated, (and the bitter maxims of dear-bought 
experience, together with the progressive wisdom, 
virtue, and philosophic temper of the age permit 
this belief and hope), could or would the state 
maintain so vast a military array for mere purposes 
of evolution and fruitless display ? It is a favourite 
figure of speech. " We have not troops sufficient 
— the lower provinces are denuded of troops." 
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on. this prediction, and by every precaution of a 
grave and prudent foresight to prevent its fulfil- 
ment. 

May this vast empire, reared with such invin- 
cible and gigantic industry, be at least preserved 
to the great British nation until she has achieved 
the solemn victory of having rendered it worthy 
to take its place among the independent nations 
of the earth ! 

This would, indeed, be a godlike triumph over 
the pride of dominion — a sacrifice of moral 
heroism on a scale of grandeur unexampled in 
the world's great history ! 

It may be deemed an oflBcious boldness to 
touch upon important subjects without strong 
reasons of necessity ; the writer therefore states 
his honest conviction, that the time has arrived 
when the morale of the native army may be 
greatly improved, with every facility, safety, and 
advantage. 

A preparation against contingencies is not 
only a duty, but a necessity; its very neglect 
may accelerate their approach, though now from 
their apparent remoteness despised, or, still more 
arrogantly imagined, not within the verge of 
possibility. 
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The adage of " let well alone " is altogether 
inapplicable to the fluctuations and shifting scenes 
of the human drama, and is an Utopian enigma, 
if equivalent to anjrthing, equivalent to the calm 
advocacy of ignorance and imbecility. 

In this progressive state, things stationary be- 
come immediately retrogressive, and to let "well'* 
alone is simply to smile with a fatuous compla- 
cency at making rapid ebb away. 

Though the horizon glistens ever so bright and 
distinct, the wary mariner is neither lulled into a 
fatal sense of security nor found unprepared 
when the gale springs up. 

The prudence of similar forethought is shown 
in aU mandane affairs. 

Wliatever precaution gave just assurance of 
safety against a danger however problematical, 
even the most insensate mind would not deride 
its adoption. 

The introduction of all new systems undoubt- 
edly requires reflection and caution in their pro- 
gression. But, if the plan of military labom* in 
time of peace, as now proposed, meets with the 
approval of the legislative authorities, its gradual 
and general working may be safely effected with 
the best moral and practical benefit. The 
apathy which too generally characterises the Bri- 
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SUFSBFLUOUS BAGaAaS OF AN INDIAN ABHY. HOBDES OF 
GAMP FOLLOWBBS. SUGOESTIONS FOB A CAMP POLICE. 
FLUNDEBING HABITS OF THE SOLDIEBY ON THE HABCH. 

Evert officer who has served in the field must 
have been struck by the great disadvantages 
under which an Anglo Indian Army suflfers, by 
being hampered by so much superfluous bag- 
gage, and such shoals of camp followers. The 
existence of these evils unquestionably injures 
the morale of the native army, and is admirably 
calculated to enervate the minds of soldiers. 

Should the Indian army, as at present en- 
cumbered with carts, baggage, and infested by 
its immemorial hosts of private followers, sutlers 
and packs of human jackals hunting for prey 
under the mighty shadow of the British banner, 
ever take the field in Asia, opposed to an enemy 
aided by a co-operating European force ^ it would 
require a second army to protect its baggage, 
stores, and this very scum, against the insults 
and alerts of such an enemy. 
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We have not hitherto encountered a truly 
enterprising foe in India, if perhaps we except 
Hyder Ali of Mysore, who in 1781 brought 
the Presidency of Madras to the very brink of 
destruction. Indeed, such an antagonist would 
bounteously supply himself from the inadequately 
protected, and criminal redundancy of a modern 
Anglo-Indian army. 

This mob of followers, and frightful train of 
wheeled carriages are the curse of field move- 
ments in India. 

A determined energy of resolve would very 
soon effect a cure. This example of soldier-like 
simplicity must be presented by the European 
officer himself, for wholesome regulations should 
have no respect of person. An Indian camp is 
a sight ridiculous, preposterous and unmilitary. 
Every man in it has double what he necessarily 
requires, and yet he expects that his superfluity 
is to be protected by harassing the soldiers 
under his command. Half the baggage might 
be abandoned without entailing the slightest real 
personal discomfort. The specific orders of Go- 
vernment, defining the limitation of a soldier's 
baggage, receive little or no attention. This is 
clearly the fault of the European officer, who 
should be held strictly responsible that the 

4 
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evils under the salutary influence and control of 
a reformed system. 

Though these suggestions are offered in a 
desultory form, yet they are not the less on that 
account entitled to the grave consideration of the 
higher authorities. 

Or, are the evils of such growth, that courage 
and fortitude are wanting to grapple with them ? 



THB KATITBS OF IKDIA KBFT TOO DISTIKCTLY APABT FBOM 
THB. COlTQUBBIira BACB. GBBATBB COMMUKICATITBNBSS 
OK THB FABT OF GOYBBNHBNt DE8IBABLB. PUBLIC 
WOBKS TO BB CONSTBUCTBD BY HILITABY LABOUB. BLB- 
YATION OF THB SBPAHBB. 

No salutary reformation, on a grand scale, can 
succeed, unless those who should be mainly 
instrumental in its progress, co-operate with 
unaffected zeal and devotion. 

As all improvements, and changes of any sort, 
are invariably viewed in India with excessive 
jealousy and disUke, their successful introduction 
can only be effected by a judicious circumspection, 
in unison with the pecuUar habits, ideas, and 
prejudices of the people for whose actual benefit 
they are intended. It has often forcibly struck the 
writer, that the native mind might be most 
advantageously appealed to, and enlightened on 
the subject of those graud philanthropic under- 
takings in progress, and in contemplation, for 
the ameUoration of their own country. 



82 NATIVE MUNIFICENCE. 

The conquerors and the conquered still appear 
in distinct political relievo. The people of India 
are unquestionably more ruled than governed. 
So long as cupidity and fear continue to be the 
only passions addressed, so long must the higher 
motives of human action remain inert and undeve- 
loped. The splendid public works and institutions 
founded by opulent natives, substantiate that, 
under the influence of the promptings of the 
heart, they are capable of gre^t deeds. 

Whether originating in bigotry, religion, or a 
desire for the applause of their fellow-creatures, 
the merit of such useful actions ]^ great, and 
deserving of commendation. 

A generous confidence and political amenity, 
displayed towards them by the Government, may 
gradually induce these tendencies to flow into 
other channels, and eventually be the happy means 
of calling forth a patriotic feeling among the 
population of India. Until such a spirit is 
awakened, this empire, gained by the sword, 
must be ruled by the sword. 

What possible interest can they feel in great 
social undertakings and improvements, with which 
their personal identity is neither courted nor anti- 
cipated ? The identity here referred to is a moral 
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and not a mercenary identity. The identity of 
the heart. 

This feeling might be eUcited by the Govern- 
ment communicating to the people of India, 
through the medium of vernacular notifications, 
the pubUc objects of all extensive plans of im- 
provement for the present and future ameliora- 
tion of Hindustan. Such political courtesy would 
be attended with many advantages — it would 
greatly conciliate and raise the natives in their 
own moral estimation— strengthen their allegi- 
ance and attachment — and induce them to con- 
template the beneficent intentions of the British 
Government towards themselves in its true and 
proper light — and finally induce them to asso- 
ciate themselves in their worldly feelings, and 
interests with the British nation. 

The creation of such a spirit would manifestly 
tend to facilitate all measures of public utility, 
the institution of which is now viewed with undis- 
guised apprehension, as an insidious attack on 
caste, custom, and reUgion. 

Those who have been dispossessed of power 
and influence by the inevitable results following 
on the consolidation of a new empire, and by the 
operation of a system which is opposed to the 
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admission of natives into offices of political im- 
portance, are one and all the most implacable 
enemies of the British Government. 

Native priestcraft (Hindu and Muhammedan) 
is ever at work to invest with a jaundiced com- 
plexion every act of the legislature, communicates 
to the people the vindictive spirit with which it 
is inflamed, and makes use of then- ignorance 
and superstition to excite a most obstinate resist- 
ance to all measures of a benevolent reform. 

This pernicious domination would be eflfec- 
tually undermined by the natives being correctly 
informed and educated as to the real objects of 
their rulers. Truth will ultimately prevail over 
falsehood, however artfully disguised by the 
machinations of an unscrupulous and furious 
priesthood, and in the end expose the impure 
and interested motives of such hostility. 

As occasion required, a pamphlet might be 
drawn up by those best qualified for the task, 
embodying all the information either necessary 
or prudent to afford, submitted for the judgment 
of the highest authorities, and on their final 
approval, printed in the vernacular. 

Copies might then be distributed as school 
books to the different Government . institutions 
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for native instruction, and numerous others dis- 
seminated throughout the Peninsula of India. 

^The extensive promulgation of such disinte- 
rested intentions on the part of the ruling powers 
towards its native subjects would be admirably 
calculated to excite their veneration and attach- 
ment, and operate in crushing the secret work- 
ings of hatred and opposition. 

The writer believes, and states his conviction, 
that the circulation of these vernacular political 
pamphlets would tend much to improve the 
hearts and minds of the natives of India. 

These unreserved communications on the part 
of a great Government to its native subjects 
could not but animate them to prove that they 
were worthy of such marks of confidence and 
esteem. 

This is a powerful engine for good that has not 
hitherto been worked in India. 

There is no race in the world more imbued 
with self esteem than the Asiatic, or whose en- 
thusiasm by tact can be more easily excited and 
elevated. 

Briefly to resume the subject of military labour. 
It appears to the writer that the newly acquired 
territory of the Punjaub offers a suitable field for 



88 A SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 

the approving judgment of the Great Creator of 
the universe. Who, in his all-searching and most 
just spirit will, though requiring a full account 
of our stewardship, not fail to reward the righteous 
deeds, and glorious aspirations of a wise and 
beneficent rule. And may not the hope be reve- 
rentially indulged,, that these generous and phi- 
lanthropic labours of a great people for the rege- 
neration of a vast portion of the human race, will 
in His divine mercy be permitted to weigh in 
the final redemption of the whole family of man ? 

This is a solemn reflection not undeserving of* 
the most serious thoughts of a mighty Christian 
nation ! 

With every just and saored regard for the 
rigid fulfilment of all stipulations of service, and 
an unvarying conciliatory respect for the religious 
feelings, customs, yea^ even prejudices of the 
Sepahee of our army, we should commence, 
nevertheless, the introduction of a reformed sys- 
tem whereby he may be morally and physically 
improved. His mind should be disciplined as 
well as his body. He must now be educated to 
meet an European foe in the field, and to experi- 
ence as much military humiliation in turning his 
back upon a white man, as upon a black one. 

If he is unwisely made to repose so implicitly 



ELEVATION OE THE 8EPAHEE. 89 

on the superior energy of his European fellow- 
soldiers, he will not give his own fortitude and 
courage sufficient scope and estimation. His 
militaiy pride has been too frequently wounded 
by injudiciously isolating European troops on 
distinct points of attacks, whereby the Sepahee 
could not fail to perceive that he was viewed in 
a very secondary light. The display of such 
marked want of confidence in the prowess 
of the native soldier, undoubtedly tends to 
quench his zeal and spirit. He ceases to feel 
as a soldier. Under the electrifying influence of 
an heroic chief possessed of genim^ (that most 
inscrutable of all gifts J and professional ability, 
the ardour and enthusiasm of the Sepahee can 
be elevated to the highest tension of military 
exertion. He then feels proudly conscious that 
he is something more in the estimation of his 
Commander than an animated -target, or sense- 
less automaton merely hired to pull a trigger. 
Great leaders have ever succeeded in animating 
the native soldier with their own spirit, and ac- 
complished deeds that any army might be proud 
of. Where this spirit cannot be infused there 
must be something morally deficient in the com- 
mander, for the Sepahee has proved in abun- 
dant instances that the deficiency does not exist 
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were seen for a few minutes waving on the 
bastion ; while the 76th, stung with shame, again 
advanced to the assault. The bastion proved 
to be separated by a deep ditch from the body 
of the place, and the guns from the neighbour- 
ing ramparts enfiladed the outwork so completely, 
that the valiant band, after losing half their num- 
bers, were in the end driven down the breach, 
weeping with generous indignation at seeing 
the prize of their heroic valour thus torn from 
them." This was the effort of the left attacking 
column under Colonel Don, composed of H.M. 
75th and 76th regiments, 1st and 2nd battalions 
of the 12th regiment, *N. I., and 1st battaUon 
15th regiment N. I. When the Europeans 
refused to move out of the trenches, the 
two battaUons of the 12th regiment, N.I. were 
ordered out, and led on gallantly by Colonel 
Don, and their officers moved out from the 
right of the new breaching battery, and pushed 
on to the ditch, accompanied by two 6-pounders, 
under Lieutenant Swiney, to fire grape at the 
defences.* All the accounts prove that had the 
European troops supported these gallant native 
battalions the place might have been won. 
The siege operations before this fortress lament- 

* British Indian Eepositoiy, No. 5. ** Siege of fehurtpore." 



LORD lake's general ORDER. 97 

ably illustrate the fact, that it is too much the 
characteristic of Indian warfare to make valour on 
all occasions supply the place of science, and the 
result has been, and ever must be, so long as 
this fearful contempt of all fundamental military 
principles continues to increase unnecessarily the 
wasteful sacrifice of life. 

The enemy is generally allowed to take up his 
own position, and sufficient time is afforded him 
to strengthen and fortify it. A flank movement 
is seldom attempted, whereby it may be turned, 
or his attention distracted, but we go at it with 
bull-do^ ferocity, attacking the strongest part, 
which is usually defended by artillery. It is at last 
carried by the gallant survivors literally wading 
to victory in the blood of their slain comrades. 
The professional blunders of the commander are 
quenched in the life streams of the troops. 

The following interesting extract from the 
General Orders issued by Lord Lake, after one 
of the failures to carry that fortress by assault, 
will declare the conspicuous heroism shown on 
that occasion : — " Notwithstanding the distin- 
guished and persevering gallantry displayed by 
the troops in the assault of yesterday, and that 
the colours of the 2nd battalion, 1 2th Regiment, 
were three times planted on the top of the bas- 

6 
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substantial pecuniary advantages. Soldiers are not 
formed to reason, but to feel, and to act under 
the ascendancy of feeling. Reduce the emolu- 
ments of a mercenary, and his zeal and attach- 
ment are diminished in an equal ratio. 

Hire is here the reward of service, and if the 
stipulator in the minutest particular vitiates the 
contract, it is not probable that the engaging 
party will prove very scrupulous in its fulfilment. 
There can be no moral permanency of action 
under the operation of such causes, and yet these 
are the motives which influence at the present 
time almost every act of the native soldier. CSon- 
sequently, every effort should be strained to 
inculcate a higher tone, and this can only be 
effected by his European officer zealously co-ope- 
l^ting in promoting an object of such manifest 
importance to the service at large, and from the 
realization of which the British Government of 
India must ultimately derive increased strength 
and stability. Those ties which should connect 
the Sepahee with his British officer must be 
drawn closer, that thereby the true interests of 
the service and of the state may be more effec- 
tually and firmly secured. This is a subject from 
which, of late years, almost all consideration has 
been withdrawn. 
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The action of the mind is naturally connected 
with the physical condition of the body ; and in 
the profession of arms especially, all great and 
enduring efforts depend on the healthy union of 
both. With the Sepahee scarcely any attention 
has been paid to these essential points, and con- 
sequently his moral fortitude, and physical powers 
susceptible of considerable improvement, remain 
imperfectly developed. It is the fashion to con- 
sider him as a child; but a spoiled child, in 
course of time, becomes a very disagreeable and 
mischievous animal. K he has not inherited these 
intrinsic quaUties from nature, the deficiency 
must be suppUed by an improved professional 
culture. 

This second nature, or habit, cannot be formed 
without time, and the most zealous assiduity on 
the part of the European officers, but once en- 
grafted and firmly rooted, the Sepahee can be 
depended upon under all the various phases and 
vicissitudes of war. 

Some of the finest specimens of the animal 
man, the writer has observed in the persons of 
the Bengal Sepahee. Though fit)m natural 
causes he may not possess that ardent constitu- 
tional courage, the birthright of the Briton, and 

5* 
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which Caesar ages since thus characterised — 
" Valour is indigenous to the British soil/' yet 
on numberless stricken fields he has proved him- 
self not unworthy to contend in the same ranks 
with British soldiers. 

With proper care and attention the writer 
honestly believes that the Sepahee would not 
flinch from battle with any of the troops of Euro- 
pean nations. He has shown that he will not 
recoil from the mercurial intrepidity of the French. 
The stolid phlegm of the Austrian, Saxon, and 
Bavarian troops is not calculated to dismay him. 
The Spaniards or Portuguese would still less dis- 
turb his military equanimity. 

In mechanical discipline and precision of 
movement the Sepahee battalions will bear a 
comparison with any army. The writer speaks 
from personal observation in making, not hazard- 
ing, this assertion. 

Notwithstanding all this, a sentiment of mili- 
tary pride and self importance shoiUd be kept 
constantly before his eyes, he must be instructed 
by his British officers that battles are not gained 
over a daring and resolute European foe by pres- 
tige, but by the combination of those military 
virtues, distinctive of the true soldier. And 
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that when before such an enemy, the cry of 
"Sirkar ka Ikbal,"* though shouted with all 
the stentorian strength of a whole, line of 
Infantry, is not worth one determined push of 
the bayonet. 

* Prestige of the State. 
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In the late campaigns against the Sikhs, the 
Sepahees were surprised at the frenzied gallantry 
with which that truly military race fought for 
victory; nor were the European portion of the 
force much less astonished at their stubborn and 
strenuous resistance. 

Never had the Sepahees been so severely tried 
or called upon to face such astounding batteries 
— ^batteries admirably and heroically served, with 
the additional advantage of being placed in en- 
trenched position, whereby every hope was in- 
spired of ultimate success. 

Such conflicts have rarely been witnessed even 
on the battle-fields of Europe, where valour and 
strategetic science more equally matched, contend 
with proportionate pride and obstinacy for the 
mastery. 

It was literally the storming of' a succession 
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of fortresses in the field, bristling with cannon 
and aided by the gaUing fire of a numerous 
veteran infantry protected by raised parapets of 
earth, and who pUed their fire with extraordinary 
rapidity as the British troops came within musket 
range. The higher moral incentive to action was 
likewise on the side of the Sikhs fighting pro 
aria et focis, and for salvation against utter poli- 
tical extinction. 

Their fall is a moral. Mushed with conquest 
they scorned the arts of peace, the honest and 
laborious pursuits of agriculture, and were sub- 
dued less by the sword of the Saxon than by 
their own infatuation, cupidity^ and military 
truculency. 

During these wars, desertion in the ranks of 
the native army was almost unknown ; this is a 
gratifying and well established fact that cannot 
be too often repeated. The gold and tempta- 
tions of the enemy (though Hindoos themselves) 
had no disturbing efiect on the allegiance of the 
British Sepahees. 

The ranks of the Sikh army contained nume- 
rous men from the same districts and provinces 
which chiefiy furnish recruits for the Bengal native 
army. In the regular Sikh army were likewise 
distinct regiments, composed almost entirely of 
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should be the signal for our prompt military 
occupation of that country, which is the very 
key of our eastern position, and retaining its 
possession till all danger had passed. There is 
historical precedent and sanction for the act. 
Illustrated, it simply amounts to this — an enemy 
rushes forward to dispossess a feeble third party 
of a sword, wherewith to assail you — ^your greater 
activity meets and defeats the movement. 

The common instinct of self-preservation de- 
manded and morally justified the precaution. 

Previous to the bombardment of Copenhagen 
and capture of the Danish Fleet, in 1807, all 
pacific overtures had been bravely though haugh- 
tily rejected, and the result was one of vital 
necessity. Being successful, it was a perfidious 
aggression ! 

James, in his " Naval History," vol. iv., p. 
161, thus fairly treats the subject : — " With re*, 
spect to the expedition to Copenhagen, morally 
and politically considered, the British public was 
for a long time divided in opinion. At length, 
as affairs in the northern part of the continent 
began to develope themselves, the necessity of 
the measure became generally admitted, and both 
Houses of Parliament voted their approbation of 



FUTURE OCCUPATION OF EGYPT. 113 

the conduct of Ministers on the occasion.* It 
is not a little singular, too, that the very man 
whose design it was the object of that measure 
to defeat, has since declared, that the expedition 
showed great energy on the part of the British 
Government." By this energetic stroke, the 
plans and intentions of Napoleon were entirely 

frustrated.! 

It is not unreasonable to believe that had the 

ministry of those times not adopted these mea- 
sures of a wise precaution, their conduct would 
have subjected them to subsequent impeachment, 
the condemnation of their country, and the de- 
served censure of history. 

As the occupation of Eg3rpt necessarily infers 
the existence of war in Europe, and the presen- 
tation of many vulnerable points of the colonial 
empire of Great Britain to the attacks of the 
enemy and all of which would require to be de- 
fended by European troops of the line, it follows as 
a matter of necessity that a large native force must 
be organised for this expedition. From the nature 
of the duties involving protection of baggage, 
stores, and efficient preservation of communica- 

* House of Lords, March 3, Contents 125, non-Contents 67. 
EoTise of Commons, March 21, Ayes 216, Noes 61. 

t Vide vol. xi. 7th Edition, chap. li. of «* Alison's History of 
Europe. 
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in all the arduous and terrible scenes that the 
changeful aspect of war presents. A wise limit has 
been directed by authority to their employ, and 
it becomes a very important duty of Commanding 
Officers of Native regiments to ensure the due 
enforcement of these instructions, and to see that 
they are not artfully eluded by this priestly caste 
entering themselves in too great numbers under 
false names, and as Rajpoots. This admits of 
cure by indicting the guilty, and punishing them 
severely on conviction. 

This would eradicate the evil, or very consi- 
derably modify it. Should they have enlisted 
under a false denomination, they would scarcely 
afterwards presume to assume their sacerdotal 
character, whereby their power of working evil 
would be very considerably curtailed. The pre- 
sent close borough system of recruiting in such 
great numbers from favourite provinces, as Oudh 
and Behar, is obviously most objectionable, on 
many and serious grounds. It is desirable that 
specific instructions were issued on this head, as 
likewise more full and lucid descriptive returns of 
caste and province called for ; at present they are 
meagrely defective. 

A very great discretionary latitude now obtains 
in the manner of recruiting, and individual pre- 
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dilectionSy not alway* founded on justice or expe- 
rience, are various and arbitrary, and frequently 
indulged to the detriment of the best interests of 
the service. 

When any particular caste receives superior 
and unfair consideration, or greatly predominates 
in numbers, it may be justly inferred that the 
regiment wherein this state of things exists is far 
less under the actual command and control of its 
British officers, than secretly ruled by the artfiil 
chicanery of a native cabal. 

The general average of Mahommedans in a 
native corps is probably about 150, whereas 250 
of that useful and intelligent class would approach 
nearer a just proportion, and, as a rule, tend to 
the preservation of a more politic equilibrium. 

The Mahommedan who has followed rural and 
agricultural pursuits, makes an excellent and 
hardy soldier, whereas the inhabitant of towns 
and cities is proverbially unfit. Of this sect, the 
Syuds, or lineal descendants of the Prophet, are 
most intolerant bigots, possess and exercise con- 
siderable personal influence over men of their own 
faith, and, as a class, present serious objections 
to their entertainment in anv numbers. 

A considerable fusion of Sikhs, Punjaubee Ma- 
hommedans, and Rajpoots, into the ranks of the 

6 
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duty is imposed for his safe castody ; nor is the 
incarceration any great visitation to an indolent- 
minded native, who probably views its duration 
with apathetic, if not even pleased, indifference. 

Whereas the infliction of corporal punishment 
for military transgression would have far better 
upheld discipUne, deterred from the commission 
of similar offence by the spectacle of its prompt 
and sharp retribution, operated as a warning to 
the turbulent, returned the culprit the sooner 
to the performance of his military duties ; and if 
he had submitted to his punishment with a 
manly firmness, without any diminution of good 
opinion in the estimation of his comrades: he 
had conunitted a breach of discipline and ex- 
piated it, and there the matter ended. 

The writer has conversed with numerous native 
officers and intelligent Sepahees on this subject, 
and their opinions were decided, that corporal 
punishment could not be abolished without great 
detriment to the service. 

- Indeed, its abolition is one of those humane 
crotchets abundantly shown to be palpably inap- 
pHcable to uneducated soldiers* The man of a 
well regulated mind will by steady prudent con- 
duct avoid the penalty, whilst the brutal and 
ferocious one defies^ and deserves it. 
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If the legitimate object of all punishment be 
to discourage crime, then crime should be suit- 
ably visited, that this benevolent object be duly 
attained. Simple discharge from the service for 
misconduct cannot be viewed as a fit or adequate 
vindication of outraged discipHne. 

A soldier may have been professionally edu- 
cated, clothed, and fed at the public expense for 
some years, and yet can thus, by the intentional 
commission of an offence, compel his discharge 
with scathless impunity, at the very time pro- 
bably that his services are most wanted ! 

An army to be truly efficient should be go- 
verned by practical professional knowledge, and 
not maudlinised by philanthropic theories. A 
large body of uneducated soldiers can only be 
kept under proper moral and mihtary subjection 
by the hope of professional reward, and the fear 
of punishment ; by fear, is to be understood the 
dread of incurring the displeasure of authority, 
with all consequent penalties. This healthy ap- 
prehension withdrawn, one of the strongest in- 
centives to continued good action is lost. 

It is a recorded saying of Marshal Turenne, 
one of the most perfect and humane of com- 
manders history has made mention of, that " a 
good soldier fears his general more than the 

6* 
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enemy/' Sach a feeling is the very foundation 
of military excellence. 

The Sepahee must be raised in his own moral 
estimation, by implanting a sentiment of honour, 
and discouraging delight in hopes of plunder, and 
all such unworthy and debasing motives of action. 
If his military character were formed on such 
principles, his moral conduct would be uniform 
and consistent under all circumstances; cowardice 
and dastardly marauding would be alike hateful 
in his eyes. The barbarous custom, though less 
frequent than before, but still occasionally prac- 
tised, of giving up a conquered town to plunder 
for a time, is a disgrace to human nature, odious 
and pernicious in every respect. So long as this 
barbarism exists, the moral training of troops 
must be grievously interfered with by the act of 
the commanders themselves. 

The assertion of some writers, that it was this 
apprehension of the system of corporal punish- 
ment, which deterred men of high caste from en- 
listing in the British service is entirely refuted by 
the well-known fact that even when the system 
was in full force, considerable difficulty was 
always experienced in preventing Brahmins (the 
highest caste) from entering in too great numbers. 
Of late years it appears to the writer that every 



ELEVATION OF MOTIVES. 131 

attempt has been made to remove all salutary 
restraint, and induce the minds of the Sepahees 
to flow into a mercantile channel. 

Improve the mind and the motives of action^ 
and corporal pimishment becomes virtually the 
mere ghost of the imagination, yet nevertheless a 
FamiUar that whispers occasionally firiendly cau- 
tion to the evil disposed. This impression would 
not be a physical^ but a mmal one, an apprehension 
of incurring personal disgrace, and it is this feel- 
ing alone which can create a generous and mili- 
tary spirit — a firm and uniform conduct. 

The writer is assured that the retention of 
corporal punishment is absolutely politic, requisite, 
and m^ciftd. No one would more sincerely 
rejoice than himself to see its necessity altogether 
cease. 

But before this can occur with safety to the 
honour and discipline of armies, the moral tone 
of the soldier must be cultivated and improved, 
and his mind educated and exalted. 
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COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 

Nothing would more fdlly strengthen discipline 
and improve the moral tone than an impetus 
given to mental education, for it is invariably 
remarked, that the Sepahee who can read and 
write is usually the best conducted, and cleanest 
in dress and appointments of any man in the 
company. He has justly risen in self-respect, 
and is therefore naturally anxious to retain both 
it and the acquired good opinion of his superiorsr 
He. has something moraUy to shield and maintain. 
The regimental school in a native regiment, 
though encouraged by the pecuniary support of 
Government, receives little or no attention from 
the European regimental officers. At the present 
moment, it is in every sense of the word a mere 
nominal institution, from which no real gain is 
derived. Until these schools are regulated upon 
some clear and defined system, none of the im- 
portant and enlightened objects contemplated by 
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Government can be accomplished. It is question-* 
able whether throughout the whole service five 
men per regiment attend these schools. It is 
even doubtful if the regidar attendance of the 
teachers is insisted upon in any one corps. They 
draw the Government allowance, and generally 
remain idle in the lines — or if they do occasion-^ 
ally afford instruction to the few desirous of 
receiving it, it is given in their own private 
dwellings, where they exact extra fees. All this 
should be put upon a different footing. A monthly 
roll of those attending the schools ought to be 
submitted for the information of the commanding 
officer, distinctly specifying progress, regularity 
of attendance, and the extent of knowledge 
acquired by each individual in reading, writing, 
and accounts. 

The school should be visited at least twice 
a week by interpreters of regiments, and once 
during the month by the commanding officer. 
At these visits the proficiency of the men might 
be ascertained. Without this supervision, and 
some interest being displayed, no possible advan- 
tage can result from its institution. 

These detailed monthly reports of the regimental 
schools might be submitted with advantage for 
the information of the higher authorities. The 
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ure notoriously unfit for the commissioned grade, 
and mentally incapable of performing in an ade- 
quate and suitable manner the higher duties 
required of them. 

At present a court martial composed of native 
officers is a mere absurdity. 

They possess none of the qualifications requisite 
for the proper discharge of their important 
functions. 

They owe their promotion almost solely to 
seniority, and are entirely without education. 

They remain in a state of mesmerism during 
the whole of the proceedings, and when finally 
called upon for their opinion, invariably answer 
the superintending officer with, ''Jo, apkee 
khooshee,*'' and can seldom, if ever, be induced 
to give any other reply. 

In truth, the superintending officer is de facto 
both judge and jury ; and the fate of the prisoner 
and the sacred cause of justice, depend entirely 
upon his individual view of the case — a view that 
may be right or wrong, according to his capacity 
to form a correct or incorrect judgment. Nor is 
it unreasonable to apprehend that an officer so 
situated might be very liable to decide erroneously 
from a mistaken view of the circumstances. 

* " VHiat your honour pleoMs.*' 
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When this happens, the superintending officer 
ought to decline exercising this serious and gra- 
tuitous responsibility, and report for the consi- 
deration of superior authority the incompetency 
of the native members of the court. 

The constant repetition of these reports would 
force upon the attention of the authorities, that 
the present system of native courts did not 
operate beneficially, inasmuch, that the accused 
did not obtain a fair trial ; but was solely tried, 
and condemned, or acquitted, as the case might 
be, by the fiat of an individual, he the super- 
intending officer of the court, and sometimes, 
probably, the commanding officer of the prisoner's 
company. 

The writer does not by any means advocate 
the abrogation of the long-established privilege 
of the native officers to sit on courts martial ; for 
it might be very mischievously misinterpreted ; 
and indeed would clearly admit of the invidious 
construction, that by this substitution of Euro- 
pean for native officers, greater severity and less 
chance of escape were contemplated. Besides, it 
is to be hoped that under the operation of im- 
proving causes, the native officers may yet become 
better qualified to perform those serious and 
essential duties ; at present they are too apt to 
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of the unhappy possessor of the wall piece. The 
greatest quantity of fire is but sound ; it is only 
when the ball strikes its mark that reaUty is pro- 
duced. That infantry which delivers the quickest 
and steadiest volume of fire, is the one always 
most likely to win the stakes. 

Under every view, the introduction of this 
lighter weapon presents superior claims to consi- 
deration. It would also be more economical 
in many respects. Smaller description of pouch 
— ^less weight of balled ammunition — ^in Ueu of 
heavy cross belts, substitution of the single 
shoulder belt, with sliding frog for bayonet — 
lighter bayonet and ramrod — cross belts exploded 
— less wear and tear of uniform by friction ; and 
all these alterations would considerably reduce the 
weight that the soldier has now unnecessarily to 
stagger and pant under. These changes and 
improvements would manifestly conduce to the 
ease and comfort of the soldier's body, add to his 
cheerfulness and elasticity of spirit, and not a 
little contribute to his power of enduring the 
hardships inseparable from a military life. 

It is hoped that these suggestions may attract 
notice in the right quarter, as it is sincerely be- 
Ueved that they are deserving of adoption. At 
least there can be no dispute but what they are 
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entitled to a fair trial before being bigotedly 
condemned. 

If the regimental gymnasium was sanctioned 
by Government, it could be regulated on a de- 
fined system. It shotdd be a fiindamental prin^ 
ciple, that no rivalryy no competition of any sort 
with other corps be allowed. Those who are 
well acquainted with the Sepahee character, and 
know how feuds are engendered and cherished, 
will easily recognise the absolute necessity of this 
positive prohibition, as a primary and important 
regulation. That the school should invariably 
be permitted to elect its own head Teacher ^ or 
Oostad, and only this one recognised in the re- 
giment. It will only be by this understood 
recognition, that chances of party questions will 
be altogether prevented. It should be the duty 
of the officer of the day to attend, and see that 
good order and amity are preserved. Thelnatives 
of India possess such institutions among them- 
selves, and by them the Palaestra is designated 
Ukhara, in* which wrestUng, single stick, sword 
and dagger exercises, wielding of moogdars,* the 
Lezum^t and raising of the Naul,J with various 
other gymnastics, are taught upon scientific prin- 

• Wooden clubs. t Iron chain bow. 

X Heavy weight of wood or stone. 

7 
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tranquilized, and the resources of the country 
still further improved and developed. 

The truly grand and noble efforts of the British 
Government for the suppression of Thtiggee, — ^ 
which have been so eminently successful, encou* 
rage the hope that here also there will be no 
deficiency of a determined and wise philanthropy 
in eradicating a social mischief of enormous maff^ 



With temperate firmness there would be no 
difficulty in achieving this great victory of civili- 
zation over barbarism. 



THE EUBOPEEN OFFICEBS. BEGIMENTAL DUTY UNPOPTJLAE 
WITH THEM. PBOFESSIONAL AND HOBAL TESTS FOB STAFF 
EMPLOY. OBDEB OF MEBIT. EXGLUSIYENESS OF EUBO- 
PEAN OFFICEBS. BEGIMENTAL STAFF. 

The European officers of the native army are 
the links by which its unswerving attachment 
and discipline are preserved — this chain once 
weakenedi — the whole series becomes disturbed 
and vibrates towards destruction. It is chiefly 
upon the zeal, loyalty, competency and conci- 
liatory deportment of the European officers that 
the efficiency and allegiance of the Sepahees must 
depend. The British officer of the Native army 
must always look upon himself as a very closely 
connected part of it. Should he in the smallest 
degree alienate himself from the men, or in any 
way evince by his demeanour, that their interests 
and professional honour are something distinct 
from his, or superciliously neglect to become 
acquainted with all the circumstances of those 
under his command, he is deficient in a most 
essential portion of his professional qualifications. 

7 * 
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Unless he is familiar with all their habits and 
peculiarities, and properly mindful of their just 
rights and requirements, it is impossible that 
he can exercise any personal influence amidst 
trials and dangers, or prove capable of animating 
them during the arduous and trying scenes of 
war. The proud eminence achieved by a length- 
ened and brilliant military career, consecrated by 
a host of renowned memories, has established the 
reputation of the British Sepahee on a glorious 
foundation, and it only remains with his British 
oflBcer of the present day, to prove that he is able 
to lead and command him. The tone of a native 
regiment is more affected by the personal conduct 
and disposition of its European ofiicers than is 
generally imagined. To a far greater extent 
does this influence work for good or evil than in 
an European corps, wherein a strong spirit of 
nationality prevails, — ^with a corrective Christian 
sense of right and wrong. 

When an active transfer from regiments to staff 
employ is of daily occurrence, it is utterly impos- 
sible that the European officer can acquire any 
knowledge of the character and qualities of 
Sepahees, or feel a desire to obtain it. 

His hopes and ideas are elsewhere — his feelings 
ctonot therefore be interested in the welfare of a 
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body from whom he is so eager to separate — nor 
is it reasonable to expect that their attachment 
will be fixed upon an officer who evinces such 
disinclination to be identified as a friend and pro- 
tector. It has always been observed that where 
men and officers have been long associated, rising 
through the respective grades in progressive 
advancement, that strong feelings of mutual con- 
fidence and attachment have invariably been 
created. Every military man of experience is well 
aware, that the good or bad conduct of regiments 
is mainly dependent upon the presence or absence 
of such moral incentives. 

European officers must be viewed as constitut- 
ing the moral force of regiments. Especially so, 
when corps are formed of foreign levies, as those 
of the native army of India. And if in Europe, 
the moi*al is to the physical, as 5 is to 8 ; in India, 
it may be considered as 50 to 1. 

The effective regimental strength of officers of 
H. M.'s regiments is 45, that of a regiment of 
native infantry 23 ! And yet the latter goes into 
action, on account of the number of its regimental 
officers absent on staff employ, with even a still 
greater disproportion of officers, and suffering 
consequently under the most serious and vital 
disadvantages. 
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It frequently happens, from the number of 
officers absent on staff employ, that in action there 
is not a British commander to every company of 
a regiment of native infantry. Those posts are 
therefore necessarily occupied by native officers, 
averaging from sixty to seventy years of age, 
who find it a physical impossibility to keep up 
with the line or column. They are scarcely of 
any use but to stop a bullet. 

As operations in the field are generally over 
very rough and intersected ground, sometimes in 
deep sand, these brave but superannuated vete- 
rans, from sheer exhaustion, are absolutely during 
a rapid advance left behind. More deeply wounded 
than if struck down by the shot of the enemy. 
The fact, that this state of things cannot continue 
without a manifest tempting of providence, must 
be apparent to the meanest capacity. The regi- 
ments of native infantry are notoriously under- 
officered. 

It is not unusual to point to a local corps, with 
its three officers (frequently one absent) as dis- 
proving the opinion that the efficiency of a native 
corps of the line depends upon a full proportion 
of European officers. In the first place, these 
irregular corps are rarely tried in the same man- 
ner as troops of the line ; nor would they prove 
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either very efficient, or effective^ if employed for 
any lengthened period out of their own immediate 
districts, or strict sphere of duties. 

They could not be brought through the stem 
ordeal of a well contested general engagement, as 
native regiments are, under the energetic leading 
of their British officers. Besides, if the comman- 
dant should happen to be killed, or placed Kotb de 
combat, the confidence of an irregular corps would 
be greatly shaken, if not destroyed. The second 
in command, generally viewing his situation as a 
sinecure, knows little of the men, and they less of 
him. Under these circumstances, he would not at 
a critical moment supply the place of the com- 
mandant, with that nuyral efficiency which could 
alone give every hope of success. The adjutant 
is usually a young officer of some three or four 
years standing. He who cannot be reasonably 
supposed to possess much influence or experience. 

The institution therefore of a comparison be» 
tween regiments thus disproportionately officered, 
and to conceive that a local corps could vie in 
real efficiency with a regiment of the line, would 
appear a mere /of (w de parler. 

The European subaltern officer of the native 
army too generally looks upon the performance 
of regimental duties as a task, irksome, if not 
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to elevate the mental tone of the service by 
animating the donnant energies of its members. 

Even should the candidate undergo success- 
fully an examination in these tests of a purely 
professional nature, he must likewise be able to 
stand the test of temper and of moral conduct or 
character before his perfect eligibility was con- 
sidered fairly established. This plan would effec- 
tually subdue ail feelings of distrust or leptimate 
professional irritation. 

And it is not by any means improbable that 
those who are now the most clamorous in com- 
plaint might on examination be found the least 
deserving of advancement ? 

There is no present necessity for entering into 
a fuller detail of a plan so well adapted as this 
is to fill the staff situations of the army with 
properly qualified incumbents, or better calcu- 
lated, to call forth all the latent zeal and talent 
of the service. If its utility, importance, and 
practicability are acknowledged, there is no diffi- 
culty in devising a regular system for its realiza- 
tion. The plan of staff corps in the native army 
is a simple impossibility. 

A truly great man holding exalted trust in the 
service of his country should sincerely rejoice at 
any eligible scheme, which whilst it secured with 
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jast impartiality the best talent and most con- 
spicuous merit for the public service, relieved 
him from irksome and indeUcate importunities, 
with their unpleasant and perplexing train of 
<;ircumstaiices. 

His emancipation from this thraldom of pa- 
tronage would in truth be a dignified release 
from exigent importunity. For, even were it 
dispensed with, the most religious disregard of 
private feeling — bestowed with the most scrupulous 
justice, still the balance can never be struck in 
such a manner as to disarm criticism, or prevent 
discontent. 

By the operation of this plan of professional 
and moral tests, so much would depend upon 
real efficiency, that those desirous of advancing 
themselves in the service could not but perceive 
the absolute necessity of acquiring the requisite 
qualifications. 

The existing craving for staff employ has be- 
come such an unreflecting passion in the native 
army as to weaken every sen^e of regimental 
obli^atiims. 

At present, so general is the apathy and indif- 
ference with which regimental duties are per- 
formed, that the subject has become one of grave 
consideration. The advantage of instituting an 
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These idle and wide-sweeping aspersions are 
merely demonstrative of " Young England/' and 
juvenile presumption, and which time and better * 
opportunities of forming a correct opinion, will, 
it is sincerely to be hoped, entirely overcome. 
An acquaintance with the political and military 
history of India, would remove these hallucina- 
tions. This is a knowledge essentially requisite 
to the British officer of the native army. For he 
is most supremely ignorant who remains unin- 
formed upon those subjects which more especially 
concern himself. 

It'must be admitted as a truth, and it is well 
established by experience, that the officer who in 
quarters has studied the characters of his men, 
and evinced a constant and unaffected interest 
in their welfare, is the commander who will exer- 
cise the fullest power over them in the field. The 
officer who expects a more than mechanical obedi- 
ence from the soldier, after having invariably 
treated him as a dull machine, betrays a very im- 
perfect acquaintance with the secret springs of the 
human heart. Heroic and permanent vigour of 
action can alone be elicited by the firm attach- 
ment of soldiers towai'ds their, commanders, 
grounded on mutual assurance of each others' 
good qualities. The apathetic officer does not 
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inspire this sentiment, nor has he any right to 
, anticipate its manifestation towards himself. 

There is a very marked distinction between 
securing attachment and respect by a firm and 
considerate exaction of all duties, with the proper 
repression of every unsoldier-like act, and the 
courting of popularity, by winking at their neg- 
lect, and permitting the commission of marauding 
acts on the unoffending people of the country. 

Nothing is more esteemed or better appreciated 
by Sepahees, than a rigid and wise impartiality — 
a virtue in which, from their defective moral 
education, they are themselves most deficient. 
It is not difficult to admire a qualification in 
others, which we are quite conscious of not 
possessing ourselves, and probably, on that very 
score estimate more highly. 

All officers of experience of the Sepahee cha- 
racter, are well aware how sensible he is of 
attention and neglect, how susceptible of praise, 
and by kind and skilful treatment how easily 
managed. A judicious and friendly intercourse 
with those in an inferior class of life can easily be 
estabUshed and maintained without the slightest 
diminution of prestige or personal dignity. In- 
feriors find no difficulty in distinguishing between 
an unaffected and consistent kindliness of deport r 
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The battle of Assye was fought on these prin- 
ciples, and proved that genius in a commander, 
aided by the valour of the troops, is always 
crowned with victory. 

The extreme gallantry and devotion of thq 
Sepahees were eminently conspicuous on this 
eventful day, from which History dates the 
patent of nobility of the " Hero of a hundred 
fights." This fact stands forward in a prominent 
point of view. The achievements and devotion 
of the Indian army have not yet found an His* 
torian worthy of the subject. 

The honours and distinctions so tardily and 
grudgingly bestowed on its illustrious services, 
have been solely conferred by the Justice of the 
people of England. Little gratitude does it owe 
to those whom it has assisted to place on Fame's 
highest pinnacle. 

In the dispatch of the battle of Assye the fc^ 
lowing paragraphs occur : ** I cannot write in too 
strong terms of the troops ; they advanced in the 
best order, and with the greatest steadiness^ 
under a most deiiructive fire, against a body of 
infantry far superior in number, who appeared 
determined to contend with them to the last, and 
were driven from their guns only by the bayonet ; 
and notwithstanding the numbers of the enemy's 
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cavalry, and the repeated demonstrations they 
made of an intention to charge, they were kept 
at a distance by our infantry." 

'' The officers commanding brigades, nearly all 
those of the staff, and the momited officers of the 
infantry had their horses shot under them." 

The following was the loss of the native trbops 
on this memorable occasion : 

Subdn. Jemdn. Havdn. Tnmipn. IL&F. 

Ejlled 6 13 18 ' 228 

Wounded... 12 6 89 6 1,138 

Those eminent military commanders whose 
exploits have ennobled the historical annals' of 
their country have been always distinguished by 
an intimate acquaintance with the details and 
requirements of their profession. An indifferent 
regimental officer is unlikely ever to prove a good 
general of division. 

The reputation of this army, and the future 
efficiency and honour of the younger officers, 
must be provided for by a firm and judicious 
exaction of the regulations of the service, as 
clearly defined, and laid down for their profes- 
sional conduct and training. A commanding 
officer who takes no interest in this subject is 
unfit for his post. He should feel a sincere 
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desire to give a right bent to the minds of his 
young officers^ who in after life will bless their 
fortune in having been subjected to such earjy 
and wholesome supervision. 

The happiness and prosperity of their after 
career in the service will amply reward this 
honourable and conscientious discharge of duty, 
on the part of a commanding officer, who 
whilst contemplating their advancement to emi- 
nence and distinction, may justly feel how much 
his own efforts and advice had contributed to 
this professional success. A most gratifying re- 
flection to a retired veteran. Unless a com- 
manding officer acts on these principles, he is 
the greatest enemy that young officers could have 
had the misfortune to meet. Some command- 
ing officers imagine that their whole duty con- 
sists in drilling a regiment by frequent and 
lengthy parades. This is a grievous error. If 
every object of a morning's parade for exercise 
cannot be accomplished in an hour,* at the 
furthest, the commanding officer may depend 
upon it that no good will follow by prolonging 
it till tte attention and temper of those under 
him are withdrawn and soured. However mor- 
tifying it may be to arrive at such a conclusion, 
he may fairly attribute the fault to himself. 
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A few movements perfonned with precision 
and celerity are of more service to the tone 
and discipline of a regiment, than half the book 
of evolutions drawled through with tedious 
imbecility. Every officer in rotation should 
be called upon to exercise the battalion under 
the commanding officer's superintendence ; who 
will find that his officers are as ready to 
learn as he can be to instruct, provided instruct 
tion is afforded in a proper professional spirit, and 
with urbanity. The subaltern officers should be 
required to make out alTthe public papers of their 
companies in their own hand writing for at least 
two years after receiving charge of a company. 
This would necessarily bring them into daily in- 
tercourse with the men ; improve their knowledge 
of the language \ enable them to acquire the res- 
pect and attachment of the native soldiers ; and 
perfect them in many other very essential points 
of duty. Most extensive benefits would follow the 
strict enforcement of this important and equitable 
regulation. 

It is equitable both to the men, and to the 
officers ; whose bounden duty it is to watch and 
preside over the just rights and interests of the 
soldiers entrusted to their charge. It is almost 
unnecessary to observe that they are paid for the 
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performance of these obligations^ as it is conceived, 
that a higher sentiment will always dictate their 
zealous and honourable execution. 

In every corps in which a mess exists, it should 
certainly be obligatory on officers to join it. It 
is one of the social elements of good order and 
discipline, supported by the pecuniary aid of 
Government, and if conducted on correct princi' 
pleSy an institution admirably calculated to pro- 
mote* and confirm good habits, improve friendly 
relations between officers, and cherish an honour- 
able feeling of esprit-decoirps. Commanding 
officers should uphold it by their presence, nor is 
there any reasonable apprehension of their losing 
in military authority or respect by cultivating a 
frank and kindly intercourse with their officers. 
It ought to be a positive rule, that all mess bills 
are duly adjusted mont/ily, and a certificate to 
this efiiBct attached to muster rolls, without which 
the Government mess allowance should be with- 
held. A regimental mess regulated on these 
principles would greatly inculcate habits of just 
economy, and foster a manly desire of indepen- 
dence ; without which there can be no true ease 
of mind or respectability. Idleness and debt are 
the two great stumbling-blocks of the younger 
European officers of the native army. When the 
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writer first entered the service, the siibaltems of 
the army were contented to mount themselves on 
the strong serviceable ponies of the country; 
now-a-days only expensive Arab horses, averag- 
ing from 800 to 1,200 rupees, will serve their 
turn. 

. To purchase these, recourse must generally be 
had to the banks. One loan follows another, and 
the unfortunate borrower becomes irretrievably 
involved. The whole of his after career,-^" Is 
bound in shallows and in miseries T' 

It is not an exaggerated calculation which 
makes the greater portion of the European offi- 
> cers of the native army labouring under pecu- 
niary embarrassments. Moral prostration inevi- 
tably characterises such unfortunate enslavement 
These difficulties can only be attributed with 
some rare exceptions to morbid vanity and cul- 
pable extravagance. It is not an unusual spectacle 
to observe subaltern officers of this army, without 
any means beyond their pay, the possessors of 
racing studs ! 

As the Government possesses the power of 
making selections for staff employ, it might with 
great justice and public advantage, interpose its 
privilege of ascertaining the pecuniary liabiUties 
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of attainment. For it is a well known fact, that 
the present enormous military expenditure of 
India is every year seriously increasing the 
financial embarrassments of the local Govern- 
ment. 

National honour, and the true interests of the 
Indian aivny are inseparably involved in the wise 
policy of introducing every measure of a firm 
economy, whereby all reasonable anxiety as to 
the future may be allayed, and the integrity of 
present engagements and stipulations of service 
preserved on an unfiactuating basis. 

These remarks are now concluded : perhaps to 
some they may seem too lengthy — to others 
several of the extracts quoted and of the points 
discussed, may be already familiar. The writer 
would fain think that such must be the case; 
and he wishes he could persuade himself that an 
acquaintance with the history and with the cha- 
racter of the native army were more common. It 
is in the belief that the European officers of the 
army are not generally so well versed in this 
essential knowledge of their service and of their 
men that he has put forth these Musings. His 
quotations from other writers he believes highly 
necessary to be known by every officer of what- 
ever standing: and where the author has set 
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forth his own views, he has done so in the consci- 
ousness that they are the honest unbiassed con- 
victions of many years experience: and in the hope 
that they may induce others to think as deeply 
on the interests and minutiaB of their honourable 
profession as he has endeavoured to do himself. 
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asleep oir a mine, unconscious of its existence. 
It is not so: many officers of experience and 
mature ability have, doubtless, considered it their 
duty to submit their views on the obvious neces- 
sity of change and reform in the constitution of 
the native army of India. This would be but in 
character with the zeal and devotion of officer^ 
whose good services are not unknown or forgot- 
ten. But it is not the wish of the writer at 
present to dwell upon the able, heroic bearing of 
our Indian officers. In their efforts to maintain 
their lofty position in the dismal and deadly strife 
now convulsing our eastern empire, they have the 
sympathy of all true Englishmen. 

The writer would, however, direct attention to 
the unpatriotic few, now busy in filching from the 
hard-earned reputation of those whose blood has 
flowed like water, in maintaining the honour and in- 
terests of their country. Those who industriously 
institute such miserable comparisons, will perhaps 
favour the public with some account of them- 
selves, and disclose how they have met the tempta-. 
tions, and buffeted the stern realities of lifeP 
The writer, in 1849, now more than eight years, 
deferqntially submitted his opinions on the mani- 
fest advantages of incorporating Sikhs and Pun- 
jabees with the Bengal Regular Army. And 
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having raised the first Sikh regiment ever em- 
ployed in the British service, and led it with 
success against its own countrymen and co- 
religionists, he was surely entitled to hope that 
his opinions on such a subject were not altogether 
undeserving of some respect and consideration. 

This brochure was presented by the writer to 
the Governor General, who approved of its con- 
tents, and placed it in the hands of the late 
General Sir Charles Napier, then Commander of 
the Forces in India. He read it, and informed 
the writer that after making many marginal notes 
he had returned the brochure to the Governor 
General ; he further expressed his entire concur- 
rence with the views therein advanced. It is a 
great satisfaction to have possessed the friend- 
ship and good opinion of that truly British and 
illustrious Commander, by whom the writer was 
selected to organise the Punjab Irregular Force 
for service on the Derajat frontier. 

In 1850, the writer published opinions bear- 
ing on the Constitution of the Native Army, and 
suggested various, and, in his humble judgment, 
most requisite changes. These views in the form 
of a pamphlet were by permission dedicated to 
the Governor General. In the same year, he sub- 
mitted the memorandum niarked A in Appendix, 
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the freedom of action of the miUtary commander 
in the field. When rebellion and militaiy revolt 
are sabdued, and the laws of the land can be 
safely administered, it will then be time enough 
for the civilian to appear on the scene and 
resume his own proper and legitimate functions. 
In such times as the present, what some writers 
term " simple mutiny " is simply nothing more 
or less than high treason, and, as such, punish- 
able by death. The Gordian knot can only be 
cut by the sure and sharp agency of the sword, 
and, until it is cut, martial law must, for want of 
better, be the law of the land. But it behoves 
our military commanders to exercise this fearful 
power with a wise, and though stem, just dis- 
crimination. For — 

O, it is exoellent 
To have a giant's strength, but it is tyrannous 
To use it like a giant." 

The innocent should not be confounded with 
the guilty, and our brave European soldiers 
must be kept within bounds, and firmly pre- 
vented perpetrating wholesale butchery. 

They cannot be allowed to soil their laurels in 
innocent blood. 

Every subject who has raised an arm against 
the British Government in this desperately wicked 
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revolt must, and even then inadequately, expiate 
his enonnous guilt by death. All who have 
even passively revelled in these cruel devilries 
must suffer proportionately. 

None of these can, with safety to the sacred 
cause of humanity, be ever again allowed to herd 
as human beings with those no longer their 
fellow men. 

Society can know them no more. Vouch- 
safing the crowned miscreant of Delhi a fair 
trial biefore a Council of War^ let him, on con- 
victibn of complicity, be summarily hung on the 
pinnacle of the Kootub Minar. 

This would meet the wishes of those clamorous 
of appealing to the imagination of the natives, 
and prove a very suitable historical full stop to 
the cruel and blood-stained dynasty of Timour. 

With this closing scene, might not the name of 
the accmrsed city be changed by proclamation, to 

ViOTORIAPOEE ? 

And which, having thus fallen by assault, should 
be held to have become escheated. We might 
now purify, embellish, and ventilate it, on an 
improved European plan, re-people it with sub- 
jects untainted by the crimes of murder, and 
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treason, and place the whole under the protection, 
and surveillance of fortified works. 

To conceive it possible that the greater portion 
of the population of this city were not willingly 
identified with the revolted soldiery, is to betray 
the veriest ignorance of the native character of 
Hindustan. The inhabitants wildly conceived 
that our knell had sounded, and each rose, stone 
in hand, to aid and abet treason. 

Had they been but loyally disposed, the unor- 
ganised and tumultuous Sepahees might have 
been expelled the city on their first display of 
open mutiny. But the citizens were not loyally 
disposed. 

For this was not the revolt of slaves goaded 
into fiendish excesses by a hard, crushing system 
of tyranny, but the outbreak of ungrateful sub- 
jects, governed by the same laws which genera- 
tions of EngUshmen had Med and fought to 
obtain. 

Have our immense body of miUtary pensioners 
come forward at this crisis, to array themselves 
on the side of order and justice? At such a 
juncture, those who are not with us are against 
us, and must fare accordingly. 

In all, and throughout this terrible mission of 
a stern, unfaltering retribution, let us wisely 
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beware of viewing things through the bloody 
mist of passion and revenge. 

And wherever it is possible, with safety to 
imperial interests, and the cause of civilization, 
we ought to exercise a magnanimous clemency. 
We cannot hold India, save with the Indians. 
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MEMOBAlTDirM ON THE AMALOAMATIOIT OF SIKHS AKD PITK- 
JABEBS WITH THB BBGITLAB ABMT, DBAWN UP, AND SITB- 
MITTBD FOB THB CONSIDBBATION OF THB MOST NOBLB THB 
OOYBBNOB-GBNBBAL OF INDIA. 

Lahobb, December 12tk, 1850. 

1. The number of Siklis and Funjabees to be 
entertained in the regular army should be strictly 
limited: probably^ haying aU considerations in yiew^ 
for the present, 200 per regiment would be a just 
proportion. Equivalent^ with native commissioned^ 
non-commissioned officers and drummers, to 17^168 
Sikhs. 

2. The Paol, or religious pledge of Sikh fraternity 
should on no account be interfered with — ^the Sikh 
should be permitted to wear his beard, and the hair 
of his head gathered up as enjoined by his religion. 
Any invasion, however slight, of these obligations 
would be construed into a desire to subvert his &ith, 
would lead to evil consequences, and naturally inspire 
general distrust and alarm. Even those who have 
assumed the outward conventional characteristics of 
Sikhs, should not be permitted after entering the 



J 



202 SIKH EECRUITS. 

British service to drop them. Their removing these 
distinctive peculiarities would be mischievously in- 
terpreted. If the recruit enters with the Kes, he 
must continue to wear the hair of the head in that 
fashion — as the odium of its removal, though even a 
voluntary act on his part would still attach to our 
system, and be viewed as an act of secession agree- 
able to us. 

8. No men enlisted above 20 years of age ; old 
Khalsa soldiers not admissible. 

4. Muzbee Sikhs not eligible on any account, as 
their admission would destroy the whole tone and 
self-esteem of the regiment. 

The low and inferior castes of Sikhs were not 
employed in the regular Sikh army, and had better 
be excluded in ours, viz., — such as, 1. Barbers. 2. 
Fenymen. 3. Fishermen. 4. Sweet meat sellers. 
5. Bunneeahs. 6. Goldsmiths. 7. Gardeners. 8. 
Weavers. 9. Potters. 10. Washermen. 11. Bearers. 
12. Tailors. 18. Dyers; 14. and Goojur Mahom- 
medans.* 

5. A Grunthee (priest) allowed to each regiment; 
ten rupees per mensem would be ample remuneration 
for the services of this individual, who should be a 
village or Deathee pastor, and not an XJmritsir 
Doctor of Divinity. The latter description of per- 
son, might, and would probably prove dangerous in 



* 1. Naic. 2. Mullah. 8. Cheerwar. 4. Hulwaie. 5. ESiuttree. 
6. Soonar. 7. Bhagwan. 8. Jullaha. 9. Koomar. 10. Dhobie. 
11. KijJbar. 12. Durzee. 18. Julian. 14. Goojurs. 
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his ministry. The Grunth (Sikh Bible) should nerer 
be carried in military procession^ nor on any occa- 
sion ostentatiously displayed, for we require Sikhs 
and not Siaghs in the ranks of the British native 
army. 

6. Drunkenness and opium eating, are not so 
much Sikh vices, as vicious habits adopted by the 
old Khalsa soldiers, and contracted through the 
force of bad example, as is dram-drinking in the 
British army. 

7. Levies should be drilled in distinct Sikh squads 
for the first three months, and by instructors selected 
for their equanimity and superior intelligence; 
abusive, taunting language, the cane, or violence 
of any description strictly prevented on the part of 
instructors. 

8. When perfected in their drill, interspersed 
throughout the regiment in equal proportion to each 
company. Distinct Sikh companies undesirable. 

9. A proper allowance of cooks and water-carriers 
to each regiment should be conceded. Three of 
each description would enable the Sikh portion of a 
corps to cook and mess together when at regimental 
head quarters. Every means should be adopted to 
preserve their peculiar traits and social customs. 
For if they re-entered the pale of strict Hindooism, 
their value as a foreign military class, and as such, 
useful counterpoise, would be altogether lost. Whilst 
firmly discountenancing aU political nationality, we 
might with great, and obvious advantage, uphold 
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the Siklis in their comparatiye freedom from bigotted 
prejudices of caste, by affording them any reasonable 
aid and protection in defending their own distinc- 
tive characteristics of race, and by such a policy 
alone will this fusion of Sikhs into our regular 
native army prove to its fullest extent wise and 
advantageous. 

10. Every artful ruse will be put into play by our 
Poorubeah Sepahees to disgust the Sikh recruit 
with our service; nor will sinister persuasion, or 
even intimidation, be wanting to browbeat him into 
abandoning the social peculiarities of his sect. 

Should this succeed, the Sikh will sink into a 
mere low caste Hindoo. Shorn of .his best attributes, 
and as a military exotic, lost to an army, particu^ 
larly requiring new blood, his political worth as a 
new element would be destroyed. 

11. The question offers itself, how far desirable it 
would be to form separate dep6ts for the enlistment 
and instruction of Sikhs and Punjabees, and afler 
their drill was perfected, to send them in drafts, as 
required, to corps of the line ? This arrangement 
would effectually protect their moral independence, 
and greatly assist the liberal views of Government as 
respecting their employment in the ranks of the 
British army. 

12. It would be very necessary, indeed, that the 
commanding oflBcers of native regiments of the line 
should be supplied with clear and specific instruct 
tions regarding their proper treatment, and furnished 
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with a list of the eligible castes from which to rectuit, 
as also particularly desired to see that they meet with 
fair play. The Funjabee Mahommeda2i> from moral 
causes, rarely makes a good soldier^ He is the Helot 
of the Punjab, and some years of our rule must elapse 
before, raised in his own self-esteem, he becomes a 
desirable class to recruit from. 

J. S. HODGSON, Brigadibr, 
CoHHANDiva Punjab Ibbsoulab Fobcb. 



(DEMI-OFFICIAL BOOK.) 

Deea Ishma^l Khan, 

mth March, 1852.. 
My Dba]^ Gourtbnay, 

i have now concluded my annual 
inspection of the frontier, and have had every reason 
to be highly satisfied with what I saw. 

I enclose for your perusal a letter received from 
Captain Jacob, commaiiding the 4th Punjab Cavahy 
The conduct of this detachment in thus charging, in 
cold blood> and in broad day, such a numerous body 
of well-atmed Hill-men, (who had taken up a strong 
position), was truly heroic. The prudence of. the 
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attack under such circumstances I do not defend. 
But the men felt that they had the stigma of the 
Yidore outpost to wash out, and right boldly have 
they i^edeemed the character of their regiment. They 
charged right over a steep bank into the midst of the 
enemy, sword in hand, and under a fire of match* 
locks. Unfortunately the carbines of this regiment 
have not yet arrived. I sincerely hope that his 
Lordship, the Governor-General, may be induced to 
favour my reconmiendation, that those who particu- 
larly distinguished themselves on this occasion may 
be rewarded with the Order of Merit. It is usual 
for native officers to offer their swords to be touched 
by their military superiors: this I declined doing 
when passing along Jacobs' posts, on account of the 
shameful misbehaviour of the Vidore outpost in sur- 
rendering without the slightest resistance. . 

All this, no doubt, determined the men on the first 
occasion, offering to make a full atonement for their 
recreant comrades* misconduct. Common justice, 
therefore, demands that I should use my best exer- 
tions to bring their gallant exploit forward for espe- 
cial consideration, and I feel confident that it will 
not pass unrewarded. 

There is but one opinion, that it was a most noble 
charge. And even the people of the country speak 
of it as an act that could only be performed by* sol- 
diers eating the salt of the Sirkar Company Bahadoor. 

This inroad from the hills would never have taken 
place but for the co-operation given by the people of 
the plains— our own subjects. 
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I hear that some thirty have been apprehended 
who were engaged in this affair ; all the particulars^ 
I presume^ will soon be laid before Government. 

Do you ever read the '^ Lahore Chronicle ?" as if 
so you must have been amused by one of Koap's 
editorials, wherein he sapiendy observes that the 
Commander-in-Chief intends to summer at Umballa 
that he may be near the seat of war. The conduct 
of the 88th N. I. at the last hour sufficiently 
proves the correctness of my opinions, expressed in 
the little brochure I put forth, viz., that no man 
should be enlisted but on the clear understanding 
that he has enlisted for General Service to serve 
wherever he might be required. That most excel- 
lent order directing the embodiment of Sikhs and 
Funjabees into the regular army has, I fear, been 
very little acted up to by commanding officers of 
corps. A return showing the number of this class 
as yet enlisted into the several regiments of the line 
serving in the Punjab, would, I am inclined to 
believe, substantially prove the correctness of my 
doubts. Such a counterpoise is more than ever 
required. In a few years, if the present warlike 
spirit of the Sikh race is not fostered by admission 
into the ranks of the Native army, it will die out, 
and the Brahmin and Chuttree clique of Hindustan 
continue as heretofore to have it all their own 
way. The only way, in my opinion, to give real 
effect to the order of Government as regards 
the entertainment of these new subjects, will be 
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by forming DepAu in the Funjaufc^ and sending dril- 
led drafb to the several * corps neith their propor- 
tion of oommissioned and non-commissioned native 
Officers^ that thereby their proper professional status 
may be ensured them. Otherwise from not being 
fairly represented and protected in their grades by 
Officers of their own caste, both their efficiency^ and 
seal for the British service must be greatly diminished^ 
and consequently the real object of Government in 
amalgamating them with our military subjects of 
Hindustan, palpably unattained* They will be 
merely an unhealthy excrescence, and not a wise and 
stringent counterpoise to the daily increasing clique- 
ism of our Sepahee ai^my. The opportunity now 
lost will not be regained'— for the Funjabees as a 
people are not a warlike race. The Sikhs lighted 
the fire of military enthusiasm, which, like all other 
fires, without being fed must gradually die out. 
I am really sorry to see such an opportunity lost. I 
sat down to write you a few lines, and I have in- 
flicted upon you a lengthy epistle. 

Always yours, 

J. .S HODGSON. 
To F. F. CouRTENAY, Esq. 

Pbivatb Seosetabt to thb 

GOVEBNOB GbNEBAL. 
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